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Mid-Unit Assessment:  Identifying Opinion and Evidence in “Roots of American Sports”

Directions:

· Read the article “Roots of American Sports.”

· Read the assessment questions below.  These questions tell you what part of the article to focus on.

· Reread the article one paragraph at a time.  Think about the answers to the assessment questions.

· Answer the following question in complete sentences. Cite evidence from the text to support your answers.

1. What, according to the author, caused sports to become more popular in America during the 1800’s?  Support your answer with evidence from the text. [2 points]

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

2. The author shares the opinion:  Sports are a form of entertainment.  Identify which of the following statements are evidence the author uses to support that opinion.  Mark all that apply. 

(   People around the world go to games. 

(   People around the world watch sports on television.
(   Many athletes who play in college go on to play professional sports.

(   Professional sports bring in a large amount of money by selling tickets to games 

        and sports merchandise.

(   There are several influences on American sports.

3. What evidence from the article best supports the meaning of the word influences in the sentence, “There are several influences on American sports”? [1 point]

a. “Americans share the same sporting events with other countries such as soccer, gymnastics, and swimming.”

b. “Professional sports are a form of entertainment for many people around the world with many going to games or watching them on television.”

c. “Sporting events provide a sense of community for many Americans.”

d. “….sports became more popular in America with the arrival of baseball and the introduction of football by England, which America calls soccer.”

4. In the sentence, “There are several influences on American sports,” what does the word influences mean?  Use the best evidence from question 3 to help. [1 point]
a. challenges

b. diseases, illnesses

c. things that are not fluent

d. things that have an effect on something

5. The author shares another opinion:  Sports help connect people from all over the world.  Identify which of the following statements are evidence the author uses to support that opinion.  Mark all that apply.
(   Many countries send athletes to compete in the Olympics. 

(   Americans participate in some of the same sports that other countries do, such as 

        soccer, gymnastics, and swimming.

(   People are working less and have more time to participate in sports.

(   England introduced football to America during the 1800’s.

6. How do sports impact (or affect) people?  Support your opinion with evidence from the article.  Be sure to include a topic and concluding sentence in your paragraph.  [4 points]

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

TEACHER KEY

(14 POINTS)
1. What, according to the author, caused sports to become more popular in America during the 1800’s?  Support your answer with evidence from the text. [2 points – 5.3]
Sports became more popular in America in the 1800s “with the arrival of baseball and the introduction of football by England” (pg. 1, paragraph 2).  They brought them over and introduced these sports to America, so Americans started playing and liking them, so they became more popular.
2. The author shares the opinion:  Sports are a form of entertainment.  Identify which of the following statements are evidence the author uses to support that opinion.  Mark all that apply.  [3 points – 5.8]

(   People around the world go to games. 

(   People around the world watch sports on television.
(   Many athletes who play in college go on to play professional sports.

(   Professional sports bring in a large amount of money by selling tickets to 

      games and sports merchandise.

(   There are several influences on American sports.

3. What evidence from the article best supports the meaning of the word influences in the sentence, “There are several influences on American sports”? [1 point – 5.4]

a. “Americans share the same sporting events with other countries such as soccer, gymnastics, and swimming.”

b. “Professional sports are a form of entertainment for many people around the world with many going to games or watching them on television.”

c. “Sporting events provide a sense of community for many Americans.”

d. “….sports became more popular in America with the arrival of baseball and the introduction of football by England, which America calls soccer.”

4. In the sentence, “There are several influences on American sports,” what does the word influences mean?  Use the best evidence from question 3 to help. [1 point – 5.4]
a. challenges

b. diseases, illnesses

c. things that are not fluent

d. things that have an effect on something

5. The author shares another opinion:  Sports help connect people from all over the world.  Identify which of the following statements are evidence the author uses to support that opinion.  Mark all that apply. [3 points – 5.8]

(   Many countries send athletes to compete in the Olympics. 

(   Americans participate in some of the same sports that other countries do, 

      such as soccer, gymnastics, and swimming.

(   People are working less and have more time to participate in sports.

(   England introduced football to America during the 1800’s.
6. How do sports impact (or affect) people?  Support your opinion with evidence from the article.  Be sure to include a topic and concluding sentence in your paragraph.  [4 points – 5.2, W 5.1, 5.4]

Sports impact people in many positive ways.  They affect people positively by providing them with a sense of community.  They are also a form of entertainment and bring in money to areas that host games.  Sports are valuable to people in many ways. 

[1 pt each for topic and concluding sentences, 2 points for evidence and explanation]
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Roots of American Sports

Roots of American Sports

The Olympics provide many sporting events in which several dozen countries compete.  The original Olympics date back to 776 B.C.E. to 393 C.E.  Present day sports like golf and soccer were later introduced to America.

Golf dates back to the 16th century, originating in Scotland.  During the 1800’s, sports became more popular in America with the arrival of baseball and the introduction of football by England, which America calls soccer.

Over the past two hundred or so years, sports have become a part of American culture.  There are several influences on American sports.  Some of those influences were brought over from the Europeans after colonization, and some have been more recent due to an increase in immigration.

During the 20th century, professional sports became popular with many athletes playing in college then going on to play for a professional team.  Professional sports are a form of entertainment for many people around the world with many going to games or watching them on television.  The professional sports bring in a large amount of money by selling game tickets, advertising, and merchandising.

Sporting events provide a sense of community for many Americans.  More time has been made for leisure activities like sports due to a decrease in work hours.  Americans share the same sporting events with other countries such as soccer, gymnastics, and swimming.
